[image: ]                        Thornhill Energy Solutions Project - Public meeting 
Thornhill Community Hall 7.00pm  - 23 March 2026


Speakers: Jon Cape & Al Roberts Power Circle Projects (PCP)
Oli Curry, Scottish and North of England  Manager, Octopus Energy
27 members of the public, 7 apologies, apologies Michael Downey (Distribution), SSEN
Questions from the floor-  Answers in red

1. Octopus Zero Bills – if you have a Heat pump, battery and solar PV  already can you join the scheme? Yes, but there are seven criteria to be met before you can be included. Contact oli.curry@octopus.energy to check for eligibility.

2. Who do I approach to have my home assessed for Zero Bills installation? Contact  oli.curry@octopus.energy to check for eligibility.

3. What grant funding is available at present? Currently £7,500 plus £1,500 rural addition. Uncertainty about the longevity of this scheme. May or may not be available in 28/29. 

4. Any VAT relief when installing renewables? Yes, Zero rated VAT, only until April 2027, on energy saving materials in homes, which includes all the technologies  referred to in this project.

5. Rachel Nunn item reported on a clean energy initiative within Stirling Council.
“I am working with CeNZ High Density Buildings, with the Kings Park Community Council, Stirling City Heritage Trust  and council officers (energy and planning) to: (extract below from the  funding application  form)
a. To understand the optimum pathway, for government and consumers, to achieve widespread uptake of clean energy systems in pre 1919 owner-occupied housing stock (20% of Stirling’s housing stock), in gas and off-gas areas, through clear articulation of:
b. the most thermally effective hierarchy of energy efficiency (EE) measures;
c. taking into account planning policy challenges presented by Conservation and Listed Building status, and highlighting where planning policy interventions impact on consumer action due to perceptions of burdensome processes and unfair costs;
d. the most cost and grid efficient clean heating systems calculated over technology lifecycle & the overall essential levels of EE/house required to deliver this;
e. To test EE & clean heat technologies through on-the-ground consumer case studies”


6. If you wanted to register for interest in installing Thermify, who do you approach? Contact PCP. 
a. Al Roberts explained that Thermify is to be installed shortly in Holyrood Park Lodge removing current oil boiler and installing a Thermify unit. This will be the first Thermify installation to be showcased in Scotland. Holyrood Park Lodge is an old building opposite the Parliament which is being used to showcase retro fit renewables.

7. If you had a Thermify unit, how might it affect personal broadband speed? Clarification on this point awaited.

8. What are the scale up plans for these new technologies? Please contact PCP for full details of their scaling up plans. 

9. Following a discussion about the bigger picture in relation to energy sufficiency, Rachel Nunn referred to the National Energy System Operator (NESO). She suggested  further reading about power sufficiency and how to get there start with Clean Power 2030, 
 https://www.neso.energy/document/346651/download
10. Could storage heaters/electric heating be part of an Octopus Zero Bills scheme? Not at present, but the suggestion from  Oli Curry was to get as much solar as you can on your roof, plus battery for smart storage. Solar panels are now much cheaper than before and more efficient in the energy they gather.
11. Is there a place for a collective statement of intent? Yes, to be discussed further with PCP.
12. Next Steps:
· For those residents who are keen to pursue to the “Thermify” & “Biaco” solutions we would ask that they lodge an expression of interest with Power Circle Projects. We will hold this on file and update from time to time when these technologies become readily available. See www.thermify.cloud and www.biaco.energy
· For those residents who wish to pursue the “Octopus Zero Bills” option contact  oli.curry@octopus.energy to check for eligibility.
· Residents who may wish to pursue Solar PV / Battery options should contact their local MCS (Micro-generation scheme) accredited installer, see Thornhill based installers below.
· As discussed during the Q&A session, there is nothing to stop any residents going ahead with the Air Source Heat Pump option now and taking full advantage of the current Scottish Grant scheme - currently £9K for rural areas in Scotland while it is still in place! (worth noting that these installations are currently Zero VAT rated until April 2027 – making a 20% difference)
· We will seek to get SSEN engagement as we move forward and keep you in the loop on this.

Thornhill based MCS (Micro-generation scheme) accredited installers. 
(NB the information provided does not imply an endorsement of these installers.)
1. Optimal Renewables
T: (01786) 636104
E:  info@optimalrenewables.co.uk
W: www.optimalrenewables.co.uk
A:  64 Torbrex Lane, Stirling, FK7 9HB
2. Ledi Renewable
http://ledirenewable.co.uk/
James@ledirenewable.co.uk
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