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Dear TDT member,

Happy New Year and welcome to Edition 1 of news about developments in and around
Thornhill.

Food

Are you passionate about allotments, a horticultural business, community growing projects
or better access to healthy food? Forth Environment Link (FEL) are a dynamic organisation
based in Stirling. They are big supporters of TDT and other local communities (see other
items). They have just asked for views about what we would like to see develop in terms of
local food production at a community and household level. Having our say now means we
are more likely to get support down the line. FEL will use our views to get national funds and
they’d like to meet us in the next few days - ouch - but that means others will struggle to be
involved and Thornhill could have more influence. Please contact Gary on
gary.richardson@thornhillstirling.org if you'd like to join a TDT trustee to meet with FEL and
voice what you'd like to see.

Energy

Many rural houses are a struggle to heat. The costs are growing - to our pockets and the
environment. A common definition of fuel poverty is when more than 10% of household
income is spent on energy and many of us will fall into that category. Thornhill has no
access to cheap mains gas and poor insulation in older homes is hard to fix without mega
cost, leaving many households trapped in cold, damp houses with high bills.

TDT has just received a £3,000 grant from Forth Environment Link to explore whether a
combination of community power and heat generation could help our situation. Sounds
vague ... yes it's complicated, which is why we need professional help to see what options
could be viable. Watch this space - and if you have particular views or experience in this
field, please get in touch!

Thornhill Views

Thornhill Views (TV) is our main source of news and plays a vital role in community
connection, cohesion and identity. TV is delivered free to every household.

It is funded by local business advertisers, donations and occasional fundraisers. A Stirling
Council Community Pride Grant for £500 has just been received towards buying a
bang-up-to-date laptop. Thank you SCP! The existing laptop was donated by two kind
members and the new one will help cope with the increasingly sophisticated publishing
software.

TDT publishes Thornhill Views which is run by a dynamic bunch of skilled people. Please
consider joining the team or contributing news and articles. It would be good to hear from
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school-age members and budding bloggers amongst others. Help with distribution is also
very welcome.
thornhilleditorialteam@hotmail.co.uk

TDT Membership

TDT exists to promote the aspirations of our community, so thank you for being a member
You are one of around 100 members - which is about 1/5th of our adult population.

More members means a wider range of views about what needs doing and not doing, more
people to act on ideas, and more muscle to get funding for projects that make Thornhill an
even better place to live!

Please encourage friends and neighbours to become members of TDT. It's free and quick.
The easiest way for most will be online here. The form is short and you can use it to sign up
other members of your household at the same time.

12-16 year-olds can join as junior members - we need the upcoming generation to help
shape a place that works for them.

Light-Up-Thornhill

There was another wonderful, atmospheric LUT in the run-up to Christmas. Winter events
like this lift the spirit in so many ways. There was a big, happy turn-out of all generations and
it was great to see, feel and hear that we are becoming a younger community with growing
school numbers. Thank you to the small team who made it happen, led by Anneli and Evie.
We'll be looking for more help next year (especially now that Anneli has moved to
Callander). Contributions to planning and / or practical help with set-up and take-down
would be massively welcome. Many hands and all that! Next year’s “LUT” will be on 6th
December with a theme to be decided.

Thornhill Merch’

If you came to the successful Norrieston Nook Cafe and Craft Fair event at the end of
November you might have seen Thornhill mugs, greeting cards and T-shirts featuring a
wonderful new village logo (designed by TDT member Stewart) for sale on the TDT stall.
They’ve been popular and more orders are on the way. Look out for Thornhill merch at
future events!

Potential projects ...

Thanks to the work of Joyce Firth and her team at Thornhill Futures (many of you were
involved in Thornhill Futures or contributed ideas at consultation events), we are the first
community in Stirlingshire to have registered their Local Place Plan. So we are ahead of the
game when it comes to influencing planners about how we want Thornhill to develop.
Included in the document is our Community Action Plan, which is a summary of the things
we wanted to do ourselves to make life even better in Thornhill. Can we build affordable
housing for the next generation who want to stay, or sheltered housing so our older residents
can remain here? How about transport to Callander or Doune? Walking and cycling routes?
What could help local employment, young farmers and rural tradespeople? The list is long
and many of the ideas reflect long-held ambitions, but converting ideas into action requires
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people to get together and make things happen. TDT Trustees can join in and support with
funding, compliance and other grunty stuff that might put you off doing things. This means if
you want to make something important happen, then TDT is here to support your project
group. For a list of the community’s wide-ranging ideas for action, see this link to Thornhill’s
Local Place Plan.

Monthly cafe

Some may remember the monthly market in the Hall which was run by Belinda McMillan with
the help of many volunteers. It was a place to shop for food and crafts and grab a cuppa
and home baking. Belinda and the team hung up their boots a while back but now the
cuppa and home baking is back for a three month trial on the last Saturday of the month,
beginning on 22nd February 11-1pm at the Community Hall. So put that in your diary /
calendar / phone / memory. This is an informal volunteer-run event with the aim of being
affordable and a chance to meet neighbours old and new over coffee, tea and bakes. If you
can help with baking, setting up or serving on the day please get in touch with
elaine.blanchard@thornhillstirling.org and / or come along to plan who’s doing what at 4pm
31st January in the Hall small meeting room.

New Treasurer for TDT

We now have a new Trustee and Treasurer, John McLeod. John has not only been a GP
practice manager but now runs the Thornhill Playgroup. This suggests he’s good at
multitasking and herding cats while staying friendly and cool. We’re lucky to have him on
board.

And sad to say goodbye to ...

Anneli Englund and Mark Wilson who have just moved with their daughter Eilidh to Callander
so can no longer be TDT trustees and members. All three will be sorely missed. Amongst
many other contributions, Anneli was TDT membership secretary and leading light in Light
up Thornhill and Mark was a key mover in environmental projects involving the school and
others.

Becoming a trustee

If you are 18 or over and a TDT member then you could be a Trustee. TDT thrives on input
from new trustees. If you'd like to find out more, with no commitment, speak to any trustee
or to our Chair, Richard (richard.waite@thornhillstirling.org / 07799 412527).

Events coming up

12th February 10 - 4pm New Bike Shelter at the Community hall - grand opening. With Dr
Bike to fix your bike any time 10-1pm, maintenance class 2 - 4pm, Police Scotland anti-theft bike
marking 10-1pm (tbc), and e bikes to try for free.

Saturday 15th February 10 - 1pm Willow Den building. Help restore and replant the Play Park
willow den with expert help on hand. All ages.

Thursday 20th February - Heart Start Class, Community Hall - timing and details to be
announced.

Saturday 22nd February - monthly cafe in the Community Hall.

Best wishes for a thriving 2025!
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Richard Waite
Chair, Thornhill Development Trust



